
Loving vs. Virginia
Mildred Jeter, born in 1939, and Richard Loving, born in 1933, met each other when 
they were just 11 and 17 years old. Richard would often visit Mildred's home to hear 
the music played by her elder siblings. They became friends and eventually started 
their very own love story. Mildred became pregnant at 18 and the two got married 
soon after on June 2, 1958 in Washington D.C. 

As the couple headed back to Virginia, their original home state, they began settling 
into married life together. The couple didn't  
know that just 5 weeks later they would 
embark upon the fight of a lifetime. In the early hours of the morning, on July 11, 1958, 
as Richard and Mildred Loving lay in bed fast asleep, police burst into their home and 
placed them under arrest. Their crime? Miscegenation-the illegal practice of mixing 
different racial groups though marriage. Mildred and Richard Loving were facing a 
felony and 5 years in prison because Mildred was Black and Richard was White and 
they had chosen to marry.  

The couple was thrown in jail and, although Richard was able to post bail and go 
home, Mildred was forced to stay for several nights. When the couple stood before 
the judge for their crime, he reportedly stated, " If God had meant whites and blacks 
to mix, he would not have placed them on different continents." The Judge, Leon 
Bazile, gave the Lovings the option of serving their time in prison or leaving Virginia. 
On January 6, 1959, the Lovings pled guilty to the crime, but accepted a deal that 
kept them out of prison-they were forced into 
exile and had to leave the state of Virginia for 
the next 25 years. They fled to Washington D.C. 

Feeling lonely and isolated from all of their  
family in Virginia, the Lovings attempted to  
return briefly for a family visit, but were once 
again arrested. After their release, they moved  
once again and set up a more permanent home 
in Caroline County, Maryland. 
  Source: PEOPLE. "The Real Story Behind Loving." http://people.com/movies/richard-mildred-loving-real-story/.                      

                 Retrieved January 10, 2018.  

"I support the freedom to marry for all. that's what Loving 
and loving, are all about."     -Mildred Loving

The Crime of Being Married



Loving vs. Virginia
In 1963, Mildred, who was known to be rather quiet 
and thoughtful, wrote to the Attorney General, Robert 
Kennedy, for help regarding her situation and what 
she believed to be unfair discrimination. She and 
Richard were busy raising their 3 children, Donald, 
Peggy, and Sidney and wanted to be able to travel to 
see their family freely. Mr. Kennedy's office 
recommended that she get in touch with the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). Two ACLU 
lawyers, Bernard Cohen and Philip Hirschkop, took on  

Source: Biography.com "Richard Loving: Civil Rights Activist." https://www.biography.com/people/richard-loving-110716.      

              Retrieved January 3, 2018.  

The Crime of Being Married

the Lovings' case later that year. During the trial, Richard, also a very quiet man, was 
adamant about his devotion to his wife and would hear no talk of divorce. 

With help from their lawyers, the Lovings would take their case and their demand 
for marriage equality to 2 separate courts, losing both. Finally, their lawyer argued 
their case to the highest court, the Supreme Court. The case made its way to the 
Supreme Court in 1967, with the judges unanimously ruling in the couple’s favor, the 
Lovings were allowed to return home to Virginia and the ban on interracial marriage 
was ended in all other states. 

With the Lovings able to openly live in their desired community, Richard built a home 
down the road from his extended family. He and Mildred continued to raise their 
three children. On June 29, 1975, Richard and Mildred Loving were hit by a drunk 
driver who ran a stop sign. Richard died and 
Mildred lost use of her right eye. Mildred Loving 
passed away from pneumonia on May 2, 2008, 
at the age of 68. She was survived by two of her 
children and a legion of grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. The legacy of the Lovings 
lives on in a recent film, Loving, that was released 
in 2016 that details their story. 
  



Source: Youtube. "NBC Reports on the Loving Case." https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaHhZ4IbVYY. Retrieved 

January 10, 2018.  

Document A
NBC News: The Lovings

Click on the image above, 
scan the qr code, 
or copy and paste the link: 
https://tinyurl.com/ybrjaaqx 
 

https://tinyurl.com/ybrjaaqx


Source: Teaching Tolderance. "The Loving Story Guide." http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/The%20Loving 

               %20Story%20Study%20Guide_0.pdf. Retrieved January 10, 2018.  

Document B
anti-miscegenation Laws in the US

Review the map above and discuss the following questions: 

1. What areas seem to be accepting of interracial marriage? 
2. What areas are less accepting of interracial marriage? 
3. Why do you think there isn't a more even spread? 
4. Why are all of the areas mostly lumped together?



Source: National Journal. "From No States to All of Them: Mapping Gay Marriage Since 1996."                  
               https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/24999. Retrieved January 10, 2018.  

Document C
legalization of gay marriage across U.S.

Review the map above and discuss the following questions: 

1. Find your state on the map. How has it changed over time? 
2. Which areas seem to be more accepting of same sex marriage? 
3. Which ones were less accepting and took longer to legalize it? 
4. How is this map similar to the one showing interracial marriage? 
 

Same sex 
marriage legal

constitutional bans on 
same sex marriage

Legal bans on same 
sex marriage

sex marriage neither 
banned nor legal



Document D
In a landmark opinion, a divided 
Supreme Court on Friday ruled that 
same-sex couples can marry 
nationwide, establishing a new civil 
right and handing gay rights 
advocates a historic victory. The 
Supreme Court case ended with a 
vote of 5 judges in favor of  

Source: CNN.com. "Supreme Court Rules in Favor of Same-sex Marriage nationwide."  http://www.cnn.com/2015/06/26/politics/ 

                supreme-court-same-sex-marriage-ruling/index.html. Retrieved January 3, 2018.  

CNN: Supreme Court rules in favor of same-sex marriage nationwide June 27, 2015

legalizing same-sex marriage and 4 against. Nearly 46 years to the day after a riot at 
New York's Stonewall Inn sparked the modern gay rights movement, the decision 
could settle one of the major civil rights fights of this era.  

The U.S. is now the 21st country to legalize same-sex marriage nationwide, including 
territories. Married same-sex couples will now enjoy the same legal rights and benefits 
as married heterosexual couples nationwide and will be recognized on official 
documents such as birth and death certificates. 
Hundreds of same-sex marriage supporters flooded the plaza and sidewalk in front of 
the Court to celebrate the ruling, proudly waving rainbow flags and banners with the 
Human Rights Campaign's equal sign, which have come to represent the gay rights 
movement. In an emotional moment, the supporters sang the National Anthem, 
clapping wildly after singing that the U.S. is "the land of the free." 

Speaking at the White House later in the morning, 
Obama said "Americans should be very proud," 
because small acts of courage "slowly made an entire 
country realize that love is love." The decision affirmed 
growing public support in the U.S. for gay marriage, 
with about two-thirds of Americans now in favor. 
And it comes as gay rights groups have seen gay 
marriage bans fall rapidly in recent years, with the 
number of states allowing gay marriage swelling most 
recently to 37 -- that is, until this ruling. 



Terminology 
 1. siblings: brothers and/or sisters 

2. embark : to begin or start 

3. miscegenation: the illegal practice of mixing different racial groups though 
marriage 

4. bail: the payment for release of a prisoner temporarily  

5. pled: made a statement about their involvement in a crime 

6. exile: the state of being banned from a particular location or place 

7. isolated: kept far away from other people, places, and/or buildings 

8. discrimination: the unfair treatment of different categories of people, 
especially based on race, age, or gender 

9. unanimously with the agreement of every person involved 

10. interracial: involving or combining of more than one race 

11. legion: a large amount 

12. landmark: a significant historical event 

13. affirmed: offered strong support for 



Discussion 
Read and discuss the following definition and use it to respond to the questions 
below: 

SEGREGATION: the separation or isolation of a group of people by  
discriminatory means.  

1. Where do you see segregation existing today? 
     Remember, segregation can be between races, ethnicities, genders, social 
     classes, skin color, ability levels, age, etc.  

     a. Is there segregation in your school? Home? Community? 
         If so, what kind? 
     b. Why do you think segregation exists? What is the purpose? 
     c. How is segregation harmful or hurtful to people? 

2. Do you believe that people CHOOSE to separate themselves from the group    
   at times (this is known as self-segregation)? 
     a. If so, why do you think some people self-segregate? 
     b. How might this practice help someone? 
     c. How is self-segregation different from a law or policy that separates people? 

3. Do you think that Richard and Mildred Loving were trying to be heroes or  
   activists when they went to court to fight for their right to marry?  
     a. Why or why do not believe that? 

4. Compare the history of interracial marriage with the history of same-sex    
   marriage.  
     a. What are some similarities? 
     b. What are some differences? 
     c. Why do you think marriage equality for same sex couples took so much  
         longer than equality for interracial couples? 



PROMPT:   
Based on your reading of the anchor texts as well as the supplemental 
texts and your own research, please respond to the prompt below: 

Use the sources provided as well as your own research to analyze 
interracial and same sex marriage. Cite quotations, specific events, and 
facts you have learned. 

Performance Task 
 

1. Create a Venn Diagram that compares 

and contrasts the marriage equality 

fight by interracial couples with the 

fight by same-sex couples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Write a 1-page reflection on your 

comparison. What are the biggest 

differences and similarities? What is 

your overall reaction based on your 

research?

Interracial  

Marriage

Same-sex  

Marriage



Exceeds standard    15   

Meets standard  12 

Approaching Standard 10 

Below Standard  8 

Introduce a topic; organize 

complex ideas, concepts, and 

information to make important 

connections and distinctions

Develop the topic with well- 

chosen, relevant, and 

sufficient facts.

Use appropriate and varied 

transitions to link the major 

sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify concepts

Use precise language and 

domain-specific vocabulary to 

manage the complexity of the 

topic. 

Provide a concluding statement 

or section that follows from and 

supports the information or 

explanation presented  

Correct Punctuation

Correct Grammar & 

punctuation

Exceeds standard  15 

Meets standard  12 

Approaching Standard  10 

Below Standard  8

CONVENTIONS OF ENGLISH STANDARD 1-2

Exceeds standard    15   

Meets standard  12 

Approaching Standard 10 

Below Standard  8 

Exceeds standard    15   

Meets standard  12 

Approaching Standard 10 

Below Standard  8 

Exceeds standard    15   

Meets standard  12 

Approaching Standard 10 

Below Standard  8 

Exceeds standard    15   

Meets standard  12 

Approaching Standard 10 

Below Standard  8 

Exceeds standard  10 

Meets standard  8 

Approaching Standard  6 

Below Standard  4 

Exceeds standard  10 

Meets standard  8 

Approaching Standard  6 

Below Standard  4 

Establish and maintain a 

formal style and objective 

tone.

W.S. 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information   
           

Performance Task Rubric 



READING INFORMATIONAL TEXTS 9-10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
READING INFORMATIONAL TEXTS 9-10.2 
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 
the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
READING INFORMATIONAL TEXTS 9-10.3 
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including 
the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, 
and the connections that are drawn between them. 
READING INFORMATIONAL TEXTS 9-10.6 
Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. 

READING (ANCHOR TEXT & SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS)

Standards Alignment 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 9-10.1 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas 
and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 9-10.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 9-10.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to 
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions. 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 9-10.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, 
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new 
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS



Standards Alignment 

WRITING 9-10.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

WRITING 9-10.2A 
Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections 
and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

WRITING 9-10.2B 
Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 

WRITING 9-10.2C 
Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

WRITING 9-10.2D 
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 

WRITING 9-10.2E 
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 
conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

WRITING 9-10.2F 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

WRITING (RESEARCH) 9-10.7 
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self- 
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

WRITING (RESEARCH) 9-10.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

PERFORMANCE TASK


